PLAYA CASITAS ARTIFICIAL REEF
Puerta Maya’s pier was constructed over a period from 1995 to 1997; it was operating for over nine years until 2005, when hurricane Wilma, a category 3 storm, stayed over the island for 72 hours destroying the pier and its concrete structure. This pier was not originally built by Carnival Corporation.
As part of the pier reconstruction it was first necessary to remove all debris underwater to leave the bottom of the ocean as free as possible of debris, and it was part of this requirement that the idea of making an artificial reef  was born; for this the biggest pieces left from the former pier were used.

The task was carried out by Gamayen Construction and maritime and environmental expert Oceanologist Jorge Salgado and paid by Puerta Maya, an affiliate of Carnival Corporation. All this effort was done by the Carnival Corporation, in coordination with various environment departments of the city, the state and the federal government, which issued proper permits.

The artificial Reef will be officially inaugurated on October 21st, 2008, by Madame Francine Cousteau, President of the Cousteau Society.

The location for the new reef is on the north part of Cozumel Island, called Playa Casitas; this location naturally lacks the growth of marine life such as corals and is highlighted by vast extensions of sand and seaweed.
The seaweed along with the sand bands, offer a maritime zone that is abundant with fish and other marines animals, but lacks the refuge and protection for the fish, which results in their going back to their habitats.
The artificial reef provides a new housing zone for all reef marine species, where it did not exist before, and, in conjunction with the existence of seaweed, will produce a new habitat for fish and other species common to the coral reefs.

The reef is located at approximately 640 ft. from the coastal line, in Playa Casitas at a depth of 18 to 20 ft, with 720 ft in longitude and 75 ft width. It took 96 concrete pieces with an estimate weight of 56,000 tons.

According to Mr. Jorge Salgado, the Reef already shows a great amount of fish migrating to it as a natural habitat and small colonies of corals have been detected only six months of its existence.
